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Independent Arbitrator and Member, Arbitration Chambers, 

Hong Kong/New York/London 

 Hong Kong, China 

 chiann.bao@arbchambers.com 

 English, Chinese (Mandarin) 

Practice Areas 

Intellectual Property, Banking & Finance, Real Estate, Arbitration, Mediation 

Overview 

With almost 20 years of experience working in Hong Kong, New York and London, Chiann Bao 

practises exclusively as an arbitrator and mediator and is a member of Arbitration Chambers. 

Chiann is listed on the panel of the major arbitration institutions and has served as tribunal chair, co-

arbitrator and sole arbitrator in ad hoc and institutional arbitrations under the ICC, UNCITRAL, SIAC, 

HKIAC, KCAB, CIETAC, and SCIA rules. She also serves as emergency arbitrator. She is a fellow of 

the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and a CEDR-accredited mediator. 

Prior to becoming an independent arbitrator and mediator, Chiann worked in private practice where 

she focused on complex international arbitration and litigation, acting as counsel for corporates, state-

owned enterprises and states in a range of disputes in various sectors. Chiann has served as counsel 

in cases arising from construction projects, intellectual property, licensing, shareholder agreements, 

joint venture agreements, real estate projects, financial services agreements and other contractual 

disputes. She advised clients on all aspects of the arbitral process under the major arbitral rules, 

including UNCITRAL, ICC, HKIAC, SIAC, and CIETAC. 

Chiann currently serves as a vice president of the ICC Court of Arbitration and is the chair of the ICC 

Commission task force on arbitration and ADR. She is also a member of the ICC Belt and Road 

Initiative Commission.  From 2010 to 2016 she served as the secretary general of the Hong Kong 

International Arbitration Centre where she managed hundreds of arbitrations before tribunals in Asia. 

During her tenure, HKIAC was recognized as the most frequently used arbitral institution outside of 

Europe, most improved institution and ranked as the third best arbitral institution worldwide by the 

2015 International Arbitration Survey, conducted by Queen Mary University of London. 

Chiann frequently speaks and writes on the topic of international arbitration. She regularly lectures 

and has taught at the University of Hong Kong as an adjunct professor from 2014-2016. In 2019, Chiann 
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was appointed an honorary senior fellow of the British Institute of International and Comparative 

Law. 

Chiann is regularly listed on Chambers Asia Pacific and the Who's Who Legal. Who's Who Legal 

describes her as a "meticulous, smart, well-prepared and efficient arbitrator," as well as "very 

knowledgeable, diligent and a real diplomat."  Chambers Asia Pacific ranked her as one of the most 

highly regarded individuals in her category. She has been identified as a "leading light in the local 

arbitration community and "one of the superstars in Asian arbitration." Clients are quoted to refer to 

her as "an excellent lawyer" and that her tenure at the HKIAC was "marked by relentless focus on 

innovation and improvement." She is also noted as being "very personable, very flexible and 

commercially minded." Ms. Bao was named in Asian Legal Business' "40 under 40" list in 2016. 

Education 

▪ J.D., University of Wisconsin Law School, Foreign Language and Area Studies Scholarship 

▪ LLMArbDR, City University of Hong Kong, School of Law 

▪ Grant Recipient (Hong Kong, China), United States Fulbright Program, US Department of State 

▪ B.S., Cornell University, Cornell National Scholar 

Professional Experience 

2018 – present 
Independent Arbitrator and Member, Arbitration Chambers, Hong 

Kong/New York/London 

2016 – 2018  Asia-Pacific Counsel, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, Hong Kong 

2010 – 2016 Secretary-General, Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre 

2007 – 2010 Associate, DLA Piper LLP, New York 

2005 Stagiaire, International Chamber of Commerce, Court of Arbitration, Paris 

2005 Stagiaire, Shearman & Sterling LLP, Paris 

2003 – 2004 Law Clerk to Neil Kaplan CBE, QC, SBS, London 

Institutional Engagements 

▪ Vice President, Court of Arbitration, International Chamber of Commerce 

▪ Chair, ICC Commission Task Force on Arbitration and ADR 

▪ Member, ICC Belt and Road Commission 

▪ Member, Global Advisory Board, New York International Arbitration Center 

▪ Director, Board of Directors, Silicon Valley Arbitration Mediation Centre (and member of the 

Corporate Counsel Task Force) 

▪ Founding Member, HK45 (Inaugural Essay Writing Competition, 2021 Judge) 
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▪ Founding Member, Women in Arbitration, China 

▪ Council Member, Appointments Committee member, HKIAC (past) 

▪ Council Member, Hainan International Arbitration Commission (past) 

▪ Member, New York Arbitration Week Organising Committee (2021) 

Publications 

▪ So, Now You Are an Arbitrator—The Arbitrator's Toolkit (with Neil Kaplan) (Wolters 

Kluwer, forthcoming)  

▪ A Guide to the HKIAC Rules (with Michael Moser) (Oxford University Press, 2nd edition, 

2022) 

▪ Managing “Belt and Road” Business Disputes: A Case Study of Legal Problems and 

Solutions (with Michael Moser, ed) (Kluwer, 2021) 

▪ Reigning in Runaway Due Process Claims, Journal of International Arbitration (Kluwer, 

2020) 

▪ RSM v. Saint Lucia, With Prejudice – The Unlikely Death Knell, ICSID Review – Foreign 

Investment Law Journal (Oxford University Press, 2020)  

▪ International Arbitration: Where East Meets West (Liber Amicorum Michael 

Moser) (with Michael Pryles and Neil Kaplan, eds) (Kluwer, 2020) 

▪ Trial by Zoom on Trial (with Ula Cartwright-Finch) Global Arbitration Review (September 

25, 2020) 

▪ Case Management and Seat of Arbitration, Handbook of International Investment Law and 

Policy, Julien Chaisse, Leila Choukrounea, and Sufian Jusoh (eds), (Springer, 2020) 

▪ Forecasting Energy Disputes in Asia (with Elizabeth Chan) Asian International Arbitration 

Journal (Volume 16, No. 1, pp. 25-48) 

▪ One Shot Players and Arbitrator Selection: A Fair Shot or a Shot in the Dark?, The Powers and 

Duties of an Arbitrator – Liber Amoricum Pierre A. Karrer (Kluwer, 2017) 

▪ Astro v. Lippo: Hong Kong Court Clarifies the Discretion Found in Article V of the New York 

Convention, But Holds Firm on Time Limits, Mealey’s International Arbitration 

Report (January 2017) 

▪ Third Party Funding in Singapore and Hong Kong: The Next Chapter, Journal of International 

Arbitration (Kluwer, 2017) 

▪ Arbitrators’ Insights – Essays in Honour of Neil Kaplan, (with Felix Lautenschlager, ed) 

(Sweet & Maxwell, 2012). 

▪ Contributor, Hong Kong Civil Procedure: Arbitration and ADR Volume, Weeramantry & 

Choong (eds) (Sweet & Maxwell, 2015 – present) 

Legal teaching 
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2014 – 2016 Adjunct Professor, Hong Kong University (2014 – 2016) 

 

Guest lecturer, Sciences Po, Yale University, Stanford University, Georgetown 

University, City University of Hong Kong, Keio University, Seoul National 

University, University of International Business and Economic Law School 

(Beijing), Tsinghua University 

For more detail, please visit: https://chiannbao.com/  
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